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The goal of this research study was to find factual 
information on the status and trends of black landownership in 
Tennessee. Information was collected on institutional practices 
associated with land transfers. One hundred forty-seven blacky^ 
landowners from three predominately black counties participated in 
the study. A questionnaire , was developed to collect research data on 
the attitudes of blacks toward rural land ownership, the perceptions 
of blacks regarding institutional transfer practices of rural land, 
and the perceptions of blacks toward rural landownership. Analysis of 
variance was used to evaluate the c" ^ta according to demography!, sex, 
age, and attitude agreement or disac^reement. The results of the 
report led to several conclusions. Black landowners are in c'dre need 
of more knowledge regarding real estate legal matters^ A large 
percentage of black owner rural land was lost by illegal means. The 
illiteracy among rural blacks contributed to land loss, primarily 
because of their inability to effectively negotiate real estate 
transactions. Also, black rural landowners ■ did not identify with the 
local courthouse establishment. One iundred one tables and an 
appendix of special or unusal landownership case studies is included. 
(Author/JP) 
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Chapter I 
INTRDDUaiON 

Problem Statemen t 

Thf: decline la black owned rural land did, surface as a major 
issue within the past few years.. Developing strategies to arrest 
this rapid dfecline in real estate, has been a high priority on the 
agenda of concerns in the black community. For the land base of 
all ethnic groups in America is inextricably intertwined with their 
potential for social, political and economic progress. 

The number of black farmers declined tremendously after World 
War II. Unlimited job opportunities were available in large urban 
centers. Farm mechanization forced thousands of tenant farmers out 
of jobs. In Tennessee alone, black operated farms dropped from 
14,302 in 1959 to 4,930 in 1969. 

Some of the reasons cited for the precipitous decline in rural 
landownership include: (Griggs, 1974) 

1. Black migration from the South to Northern and Western 
Cities, 

2. General illiteracy among rural blacks, and 

3. Chicanery perpetrated by unscrupulous lawyers, land 
speculator, and county officials. 

There was no accurate infotTnation on the actual extent of this 

acreage decline or ou the types of title transfer arrangen^nts made 

by black landowners in Tennessee. Also, no information wa£i available 

relative to . attitudes, opinions, and values held by blacks with respect 

to rural land. This circumstance was a matter of considerable concern, 
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particularly within the black corimunlty and had generated a nunfcer of 
hypothesis about the causes and remedies. Because of these factors, this 
study was undertaken to yield factual information on the status and trends 
of black landownership in Tennessee, provide information in regard to the 
institutional practices associated with land transfers, and' de teimine the 
attitudes held by blacks toward rural land in Tennessee. 
Questions 

This study was designed to investigate the following specific questions 

1. What is the extent of black owned rural land in Tennessee? 

2. What are the institutional practices associated with rural 
land transactions? 

3. What are the attitudes held by blacks with respect to the 
ownership) of rural land? 

4. HaVe^real estate officials been unfair to blacks In land 
matters, particularly through abusive uses of legal codes? 

5. Are there a significant number of blacks who are unaware of 
real estate legal mattet^? 

6. Are blacks still loosing land at an accel ited rate? 

7. What are the specific reasons why blacks have lost land? 

8. What is the percentage of rural acreage used as a primary and 
secondary source, of family income? 

9. Is there a high percentage of black owned rural land controlled 
by individuals 55 years of age and older? 

10. Ai.^ individuals between the ages of 22 and 38 more aggressively 
seeking ownership to plots of rural acreage? 

2 



7 



Limitations of the Study 

Hie 1964 census of Agriculture data revealed that there was a 
wide variance In the number of black faxin_operators In the 95 counties 
In the State of Tennessee. These data further Indicated that there 
was a range of zero black farm operators In a nunfcer of counties to 
over 300 In several others, with the highest number being In the middle 
and 'Western portions of the State. 

To Insure participation of an adequate number of black landowners 
In this study, the research population was geographically limited to 
three of the counties more densely populated with blacks — Maury, 
Fayette, and Haywood Counties. 

A random sample of 147 landowners were chosen to participate In the 
study. 

Definition of Teinns . o 

■ AJf 

1. Landownev refers to a principal owner(s) of a plot of rural land 
one or more acres In size. 

2. Rural land refers to acreage located In a community with a 
population of 2,500 or less. 

3. Farm operator refers to an indlvldual(s) who utilizes rural acreage 

as a primary or secondary source of -family Income. That individual (s) 
may or may not be the principal owner of the property. 
^ * Tenant farmer refers to an indlvidual(s) vzho rents rural acreage. 
The family lives on the property and often pays a portion of or 
the total amount of the expenses incurred with assets gained from 
the marketing of produce. 



Land transatlon refers to communication between courthouse 
personnel, land speculators, or real estate officials and 
the landowner. - ' 
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Chapter II 
METHODOLOGY 

Research S ample 

A review^oX the 1969 Census of Agriculture data revealed that 
in the 95 counties in the State of Tennessee a omall percentage did 
not have black inhabitants who were farm operators, particularly in 
the Eastern portion of the State. The research sample was taken from 
three of the counties more heavily populatad with black fanners, Maury 
Payette and Haywood. 

The researchers were assisted by the Farm Home Administration and 
Mid Cumberland Bfigion Project in the identification of the 147 black 
landowners <Wio p^ticipated in -the study. 

Insttumentation 

A 30 question questionnaire was developed to collect research data* 
A small section of the'^ln'at rumen t was de^ign^dTto"^ obtain demographic 
data from subjects. With the exception of the demographic section, the 
questionnaire' was divided <lnto three sections, with 10 questions per 
section. 

The questionnaire address thtce areas : 

'^Attitudes of Blacks Toward Rural Land," ^ 

"Perception of Blacks with Respect to 
Institutional Practices Associated with 
the Transfer of Rural Land," and 

"Perception of Blacks with Regard to 
the Status and Trends of Rural 
Landownership. " 
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The questionnaire was field tested in Suraner County Tennessee. 

_ ^ * ■ 

Fif ty landovmers wer^ admin is tie red the questionnaire. The primary 

r 

purpose of this activity was to improve the readability, understanding, 
objectivity and practicality of the instrument. 
Data Collection 

A' 

A visit was made to -the_ courthouse of each of the target counties 
to review the record keeping procedure. This included a visit to the 
office of the Registrar and the county Tax Assessor. Ihe office of the 
Bfigistrar contained records^f .property transfers, land acreage, and 
the amount of money paid for land. Tlie Tax Assessor's office provided 
current information on property assessment for tax purposes. 

While engaged in the i5roc of field testing the research 

questionnaire, it became obvious to the reaeat'chers that a vast 

majority of landowners were unable to compJete the quest ion/iai re 
without direoL assistance. Consequently , the decision was made to have 
all qviestionnaires completed by professionals with training in interviewing 
In each cotinty, professionals were employed to administer the questionnaire 
in 3n interview type setting. All were presently or formerly public 
_s-^ool_ teachers. Alljwere brought to the University camp^is and given 
^diree hours of instruction in interviewing iJy a psychologist.; 

_The questionnaire was administered on a door-to-door ^asis to 
147 landowners. The first portion of the questionnaire required that 
subjects provide demp graphic sex; 
age;^nuinbef of children; value of land; year land was purchased; use 
of land; marital status; number of acres owned; price paid for land; 
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and employment status.^ subjects were instructed to respond to 

the latter 30 questions on a likevt-type continuum: Strongly Agree; 

Agree;, Strongly .Disagree; Disagree; and No Opinion. .J 

1 
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Chapter III 
PEUTED * 

Economic Statu£ ' .andownershlp 

Ihe economic status of this nation has depended greatly on 
the efficient utilization of farm land. A great proportion of farm 
labor supply has been provided by blacks. According to Browne, 
(1973, p. 19) blacks have been closely attached to^J^and, whether through 
field production or domestic service on farms or plant^ations . 

Following ematPcipation blacks engaged more vigorously in land 
based pursuits , beginning by agreeing to share crop with white landowners. 
It Is estimated that by 1910, blacks owned 15 million acres of land, 
which wds the peak year of black landownership in the United States. 
By 1920, the total number of farms operated by blacks was 926,000 
which was one seventh of all farmers in the United States* Included 
in this number were tenant farmers who supplied all of the labor and 
exercised. managerial functions being paid with a share of the crop 
(Brovme, 1972, p. 19 andBeale, 196. , p. 170). 

In the rural South, studies have indicated that landownership ^ 
by blacks tend to be highly correlated with characteristics which are 
generally regarded as worthy of encouragement within ttifi black community. 
"Land owning blacks have proved to be more likely to register and to 
vote, and more likely to run for public office than non landowners" 
(Browne, 1973, p. 24-25). In effect, according to Salamon (1971, p. 17-18) 
landownership gives blacks a measure of independence, 
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sense of security, dignity, and power which is of crucial Iniportance 

to the elevation of the cocial and economic status of the black community 

Characteristics o. the Bl. iann 

Beale (1973, p. 179) disclosed that black farms have been small 
and this was due in part to their lack of capital. In 1935, the average 
size of a black operated farm in the South was 44 acres; white farms 
averaged 131 acres. In 1959 , the average white farm nearly doubled, 
rising to 249 acres. The average size of black farms in 1959 was 52 
acres / an increase of jiist 8 acres since 1935. 

Further studies by Beale indicated that since 1910 the amount 
of land owned by black farmers has steadily gbne downward with the 
exception of the period from 1940 to 1950. "During that one decade 
urfder the prosperous conditions of the War and immediate post War 
period, there was a growth in both the number of Negroes and farmers 
who owned land." (p. 196) 

"Tennessee is a parallelogram approximately 100 miles wide and 
450 miles long," (Graham, 1967, p. 12). It is divided into three 
sections. East, >flddle, and West Tennessee. According to Graham, 
(1967, p. 20) the fertile black soil in West Tennessee is the wost 
prosperous for larmland. Almost 60 per cent of the State's blacks . 
live in West Tennessee, (p. 22) with 70 per cent of the population 
in Fayette County being black. ' 

14 
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Mlji^ratlon and The Decline of Landownershlp 



Time Magazine (December 7, 19 72) cites black mij^rntion to the North 
as one of the major factors that has contributed significantly to the 
precipitous decline in V^'ck landownershlp. Moreover, it Is postulated 
that more recently f blacks have sold acres of their land 

to make way for new . _es, tourist facilitieL., and suburban 

development. 

A report from the National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorder 
(1968, p. 239) revealed that in 1910, 91 per cent of the nations 9.8 
million blacks lived in the South. The report also stated that "twenty- 
seven percent of American Negroes lived in cities, 92,500 persons or 
more, as compared to forty-eight per cent of the Nation's white population 
According to the report, "by 1966, the Negro population had increased to 
21.5 million and two significant geographic shifts had taken place. "The 
proportion of Negroes living in the Souch had dropped to 55 per cent and 
about 69 per cent of all Negroes lived in metropolitan areas." (p. 239) 

Black migration began after the CiVil War, and accelerated during 
World War I when jobs were created in the North. After the War, the 
depression slowed the migration, hoWever, it boomed again after World 
War II. Poverty of most black farmers worked both to push blacks out 
of fanning and to make the attractions of city life irresistible. 

A study cited by Bennett (1971, p. 36) stated that over three 
million Southern blacks migrated to the big urban centers of the North 
between 1940 and 1960. Also according to Bennett, almost everyone 
assumed that the Northward flow- slowed dovn during the years of hope 

■ 15 . 
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spawned by protests and changes of the sixties. But recent census 
fig;ures show that 1.4 million blacks left the South between 1960 and 
1970. 

Further studies in Newsweek (19 74, p. 38) indica':ed that within 
the past two to three years a new phenomenon seems to be developing. 
Ther^^ ' hat a trend of "reverse ' lack migration" is taking 

place, because of the deterioration of the quality of city life coupled 
with high crime rates, over-crowdedness , pollution, and unemployment, 
thousands of black professionals as well as the* . unskilled are returning 
South. For many it is a return home, for otheru who have never lived 
in the South, it is a move to a more comfortable environment in search 
for, better economic conditions. Between 1971 and 1973, 247iOOO blacks 
moved to the South while only 166,000 moved out (Newsweek, 1974 , p,38). 



The Decline of Landowners: : 
-2:^diin the past three years two major rep. have been released 
on the decline in black owned rural land. In i^73, Robert Browne of 
the Black Economic Research Center in New York released a study entitled 
Only Six Million Acres : A Decline of Black Owned Land In Rural South . 
Another study was completed by Lester Salamon in 19 74 entitled. Black 
Owned Land ; Profile of Disappearing Equity Bag^ * In addition, an 
Eiiienesiu>:y Land Fund Program, under the auspices of the .Black Econimic 
Researc- Center, has been created for the specific purpose of addressing 
this roblem of declining black ownership of land and of >provitling 
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opportunities for people to remain on land. 

The Issues addressed by Browne and Salamon (1973 & 1974) clearly 
implies that there were raoreo than 12 million acres of land in the South 
owned in full or in part by blacks in 195C and had declined to less than 
6 million by 1969. For the same period, the number of black full and 
part owners declined from 193,000 to less than 67,000. Salamon Forcasts 
that there will com. a time when there will be no land owning blacks 
in the South. However, Beale (1966, p. 204) suggest that tho black 
rural population will not drop below 4 ,500 ,000 , he also suggest that 
there might be an increase after about 1970-75. 

Browne ,1973;^ list aev^ legal reasons for the rapid decline' in 
black lando* O'lFrshij . 

1. Tr.^ azlt : (the taking of tax delinquent property by the state 
and ati^ Honing it off to the highest bidder). 

2. P^/^Liti' ' sales (the number of heirs and the size of property 
in ; chat it is physically impossible or impractical to 

iliy divide. Therefor^' property is sold to the highest 
, k r and proceeds are divided among heirs in the proportion 
c :. r Interest in the land) . 

3. ^o. .^a, foreclosures (the loss of mortgaged property due to 
. 1^' uent debt). 

4. Failuire to write wills (results in devolution of.property by 
intefc^ Therefore, one's defense of right to property is 
we.-.t*r:e<: considerably). 

5. Lar.aoK.:ership Limitations placed on welfare recipients 

(^rt^ - ily, in order to receive Welfare Assistance, one must not 

^ 17 
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have sufficient income and resources to provide reasonable 
subsistence compatible with decency and health and assessed 
value of property must not exceed a certain amount). 

2; Eminent Domain (the taking of private property for public use). 

7. Voluntary Sale (often black landowners do not receive fair 

compensation for the sale of their property due to their lack 

of sophistication in real estate transactions. Also, due to 

the lack of financial resources and/or technical skills to trans- 

/ ' . 

form land into a viable investment, landownership is often perceived 

/ . ■ A • ' ■ 

to be, a financial liability rather than an assent to poverty 
stricken landowners because of the drain of his/her financial, 
resources to pay mortgage and property taxes without any compen- 
sating benefits. Therefore, land might be abandoned and left " • 
idle or sold for a nominal fee). 
Car'jer G. Woodson, (1930, p. 38) has stated that no money is loaned 
to rural blacks unless they are landowners and their land has been appraised 
by the agents, of the farm loan bank as* having considerable value. 

Further studies on lard use and control, by Andrew (19 72, p. 209) 
indicated that local Tax Assessors tend to value land not at its present 
use value but at its potenhial niarket value, so therefore blacks that 
own good land do pay very high taxes. v 

The reasons for the decline of black landowners are very corrolex 
and multitudinous. This condition , therefore , motivated the researchers 
to investigate several unanswered que^^tipns germaine to the Issue of . 
"Black Rural Land Decline." 

^ 13 ■ • ^ ■ 
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Chapter IV 
ANAJ.YSIS OF DATA 
The two primary statistical techniques used to analyze the data 
in this study were the one-way analysis of varlence and percentage. To 
more clearly illuminate the findings, 101 tables were prepared. Because 
of the large number of tables, the researchers found it less de"'raKTe 
to intersperse the tables within the narrative. Rather, the narrative 
preceeds the list of tables. 

A total of 1A7 subjects participated in the study* They were 
administered a 30 question questionnaire by trained interviewers. Subjects 
were also required to provide interviewers with demographic related in- 
formation. The 30 questions were divided into three sections, with 10 
questions to each section that addressed three different topids, i.e., 
Section I — Attituces Toward Land ; Section II — Perception of Institutional 
^ Practices A ssociated with the Transfer of Rural Land ; Section tli:r-' Ver- 
caption of Status and Trends of Rural Landovnership . ^ - 

The questions in the questionnaire are referred to as 'Variables" 
throughout this chapter. The questionnaire utilized in the study follows: 

Section I ' 
Attitudes Towar d Land- 

Variables 

1. Renting land is personally self --fulfilling as owning land. ' ^ 

2. Preserving the, natural beauty of land is more important than 
economic benefits • 

3. Landownership is not important to my self image. 

4. Il is alright to mortgage your land if you pay your bill on time. 

\ . ■ ■ ■ 
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5* Ownership of land is becoming more important to Individuals in 
our mobile society. 

6. Ownership of land is importmt; to ^ m because it can be passed 
on to my chi"'dren. 

7» Owning land is important for a personal sense. of securitv, 

8. Landownership contributes r ' .j^i^ . .^g of self worth 

than owning other material goods. 

S. One of the best ways of achieving personal status is through 
landownership. 

10. Decisions about who to sell land to should be bafJed upon race. 

^ , Section II 

Perception cf Institutional Practices Associated 
With the Transfer of Rural Land 

Variables 

1* Many blacks have lost their land by illegal means. 

2. Most real estate officials make sure that blacks clearly ■ 
understand legal .papers in land transactions prior to signing 
them. _ ^ 

3. The refusal of mortgage companies to make lomis to blacks has 
contributed significantly to the shortage of black-owned land. 

A.. Persons in official capacities often work together to gain 
possession of black owned rural land. 

5. When a landowner dies, real estate officials often make sure, 
that the acreage is evenly divided among relatives. 

6. * Often individuals mortgag^^ their porperty to buy food and other 

necessities, but many eventually loose their property. 

7. The present system adequately notifies landowners of the time 
to pay property taxes. . ^ 

8. Much land is lost because of the failure of landowners to write 
• wills . \ 

9. Often blacks are forced to sel\L their land, especially when it 
is valuable. 

10. In order to receive welfare assistance, one has to sell his/her 
land. 
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Sectipn III 

Perception of Status arid Trends of Rural Landownershlp 



Variables 

1. A sizable nu ' .^r oy. iua vlduals lost their . .operty because 
they failed to meet their mortgav-^e obligatiop.iSv 

2, An increasing number of young people are returning South from 
Northern cities "o buy rural lann- 

3. Most blacks do nor have adequate knowledge about the procedures 
involved in buying and selling lirid. 

4, Due to the changing times, many individuals are holding on to 
their land, 

5. Because of the inability to make land into a profitable invest- 
ment, many blacks are forced to sell their plots. 

6, It is more profitable to own land today than it wa^^ ten years 
ago . 

?• Most farm land is not in use; it stands idle, 

8- Today, more people are aware of the date their land taxes are due/ 

9.^"Aost landowners do not trust real estate officials, 

10. Many landowners are unsure of the valldness of their deeds. 

'ihe 101 tables in this chapter are arranged as follows: 

Table No . - . Category Description 

1"8 , A Demographic Related Data 

9-27 B Analysis of Varience by Sex 

28-46 C Analysis of Varience by Age Group 

47-76 ' D Percen^tage of Subjects Agreeing 

or Disagreeing to Variables 
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77-^1 ^ E . Percentiage of Subjects Agreeing 

X or Disagreeing to Variables by Sex 

The acr^s of rural land vTroed by rhe 147 subjects in the 

target counties^are rather evenly distributed — Fayette 4,588; Haywood 3,214; 

X 21 ■ 
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and Maury 5 total price paid ^ 11,32/ acreb was $741,185 

which averages $65,^^3 p r acre (Table 1), The subjects estimated that 
the acreage Is presently worth $1,172^00 (Table 3). The estimated 
appreciation price of $430,815 is relatively low since 54 subjects pur- 
chased their property before 1966 (Table 8), 

Table 1 revealc that the average acreage owned by subjects was 
quite similar. This is also true with respect to the average estimated - 
value of land found in Taljle 3. ■ v 

It has been reported that blacks often encoun;«er difficulty in 
purchasing rural land from white owners. The findings in this study 
may well corroborate this assertion. Ninety-four or 64% of the 147 
subjects indicated that the previous owners of their land were black 
while only 37 indicated that the previous owners were white, leaving 16 
uncertainties (Table 7). 

While 90^; of the subjects believed that there is. a trend toward the 
purchase of rural land by younger blacks (Table 68) , 93 or 63% of the 
147- participants in this study were 55 years of age and above. 

Tables 28, 30, and 42 Indicated thatx^at the .05, .01, and .05 levels 
respectively, there was a significant difference in the way different age 
groups perceived the following variables: (1) Renting land is as personally 
self-fulfilling as owning land, (2) Landownership is important to my self ' 
image, and (3) Most blacks do not have adequate knowledge about the procedures 
involved in buying c-md selling land. The subjects were divided into four 
age groups^ -0^2-2; 2 0-38;— 39'-54~; 55~'and above. Landowners 55 years of age 
and above indicated rnore strongly .\at owning land was mrre self-fulfilling 
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than rent?.ng* Subjects between the age of 23-38 were more adamant in 
their contention that owning land was important to one 's self-image 
On the other hand, the 55 and above age group were more confident with 
regard to their knowledge about the procedures involved in buying and 
selling land. ' . ^ 

In middle-class America the average number of children is approxi- 
mately 2 per family. In this study 21% or. 32 of the families had at 
least 9 children (Table 6). ^ ^ - 

Tables 49, 51^^^^, 53, 54, and 55 strongly reiterate the assertion 
thait blacks are liiglily desirous of owning land and that landownership 
gives a sense of. dignity, security and ijidependence . 

M.any reasons have been cited for the decline iri black landownership. 

. , ■• I ■ ^ •/ . 

Ninety-six per cerrt: of, the subjects felt that land loss wa^ primarily due 

. '. ' '^^ - ' \ 

■to illegal means (Table 57). jElghty-eight per' cent -attributed black land" 

■ ^ / ' -Q ■ ^ ■ ^ ■ M ' ^ ■ ■ 

loss to vtwo r?jjor reasons, i.e., the refusal of mortgage companies to 
make loans to blacks and persons in official capacities working together 

to gain possession of black owned land (Table 59 , 60) . 

/i ■ . ■ 

Wide spread illiteracy has historically had an adverse effect on the 
quality of life of rural citizens in America. Tables 64, 69 and 76'may 
wellhead the reader to infer that illiteracy is prevalent in rural areas. . 
Ninety per cent of the subjects indicated that land loss is^ due to failure 
of blacks to write wills. Ninety-one per cent believed blacks were In^. 
adequately prepared with regard to real estate transactions ^ Eighty-two 
per cent felt that uncertainty d^^ exist afnong black landowners with respect 
CO the validness of their land deeds. 



A large percentage of the subjects reacted favorably to variables 

, . ■ . ..: - 

that addressed the tax notification^^^ Tables 63 and 74 respectively 

revealed that 93% and 96% of the subjects felt that they were ad^uately 
notified of the date to pay property taxes. 

Tables 77-101 analyze data by sex. The rerder can easily discern 
that the attitude of both males and females was sirnilar in this study. 
However, responses were quite different regarding variable .1 — Section I 
and variable 4 — Section I. 

One point of particular interest is found in Table 79. While 72% 
of ^:he male subjects agreed that "It is alright to mortgage your land 
If you pay your bill on time," only 57% of the female sub jects^greed to 
the concept. - 

It may be safe to conclude that in' the families where male figures 
have been more dominant and this "permissive" attitude more prevalent, 
the loss of rural land has been greatest. It is a well knovn fact that 
those families who mortgage their rural acreage are rarely able to regain 
full possession. 



CATF.GORY A 



TABLE 1 

NUMBER OF ACHES BY COUNTIES 



COUNTY 



Fayette 
Haywood 
Maury 



NUMBER 
REPORTING 



1^8 
50 



TOTAL 1-45 



NUMBER OF 
ACRES 



4,588, 
3.214 

3.555 



11.327 



AVERAGii NO, 
OF ACRES 



94 
71 



■ o 

I 

/ 



- TABLE 2 
PRICE PAID ,FOR LAND BY 'BOUNTIES 



lOUNTY 



NUMBER 
REPORTING 



TOTAL PRICE 
PAID FOR . 
LAND 



AVERAGE 

PRICE 

PAID 



Fayette 
Haywood 
Maury ' 



TOTAL 



30 
39 

93 



$462,855-^^ 
2 03; 05 5 

$7^*1.185 



$13. ^+2 8 
5.206 
5.636 



26 



21 



ERIC 



TABLE 3 

'ESTIMATED VALUE OF I,AND BY COUNTIES 



COUNTY 


^NUMBER ^ 
'"^REPORTING 


ESTIMATED 
• VALUE 


AVERAGE EST. 
VALUE 


' Fayette 




451,900 


18,829 


Haywood 


35 . 


650,850 


18,595 


Maury 




69,250 


17.312 




TOTAL 63 


1,172.000 





22 

27 



TABLE ^- 





REAL 


VALUE OF LAND 


BY COUNTIES 






COUNTY 




NUMBER 


REAL VALUE 


AVERAGE 






REPORTING 


OF LAND 


REAL VALUE 


Payette 






651.900 


19,173 


Haywood 




30 


632 , 600 


21,088 


Maury 




26 


-235,800 


9.069 




TOTAL 


90 


1,520.360 





23 

28 



TABLE 5 

ASSESSEE VALUE OF LAND BY COUNTIES 



COUNTY NUMBER ASSESSED AVERAGE 

REPORTING VALUE ASSESSED 

VALUE 

Fayette 36 322.929 8,970 

Haywood 20 , 286,732 1^.336 

Maury 26 58.956 2 ,26? 

TOTAL 82 668,617 



29 



NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN FAMIL' 



NO 07 FAMILIES 
.REPORTING ' 



NO. OF 
CHILDREN 



17 


0 


11.6 


11.6 


20 


1 


13.6. . 


25.2 


22 


2 


15.0 


40.1 


5 


- 3 




'f3.5 


Ik 




9.5 


53.1 


9 


5 


6.1 


59.2 


7 


6 




63.9 


■ 5 


8 


3.i^ 


71.0 


32 


9 


21.8 


93.2 


4 ■ 


10 


2.7 


95.9 


■A 


11 


2.0 


98.0 






^7 


98.6 


;\ 


13 


.7 


99.3 




NO RESPONSE . . 


•7 


100.0 



TOTAL W 



25 

30 



TABLE 7 
.mVIOUS OWNERS* RACE 



RACE 

White 
Black 
Other 

No Response 



NO. 



PERCENT 



37 

7 

9 



25.2 
63.9 
k.Q 
6.1 

100 



PERCENT 



25.2 
89.1 
93.9 
100.0 



31 



TABLE 8 
YEAR LAND WAS PURQHASED 







Year Lemd Was Purcttased 




COUNTY 


No. of 

Pamilies 


No. of 
Families 


1966-7^ 
No. of 
Families 


TOTAL 


Fayette 


9 


11 


12 


32 


Haywood 


8 


9 ' 


6 


23 


Maury 


10 




3 


20 


TOTAL 


27 


27 


21 


75 



/ This study covered a 30 year period (19^^-?^) • Sixty 
individuals purchased land prior to 194^^. 



Secrian I 
Attitudes Tcward Land 



TABLE 9 . 
An analysis of variance on variable No. li 

Renting land is as personally self-fulfilling as ovming land* 



rjOURCE 




SUiM-OF- 


MEAN 

SQUARES ^ 


P-RATIO - 


P-PROB 


Betwesn 
Groups 


1 


2.358887 


2.35889 


1.12631 


.2903 


Within 
Groups 




301.5869 


2.09435 ^ 






TOTAL 


145 


303.9458 









X = 3.5 Malss 
.X = 3*1 Females 



28 



TABLE 1 0 



agi;ialysis of varianrsts on variable No. 2i 

PrKBHrrring the natureH beauty of land is more important 
than «iconomic benei*i:tei . 



SQORCE 


D.F. 


SUM-OF- 
SQUARE3 


MEAN 
SQUARES 


F-RATIO 


p-pr6b 


Bexweeti 
Groups 


1 


4.265381 


4.26538 


1.52516 


.2189 


With-in 




402.7212 


2.79667 






TOEAL 




406.9366 









/ = 2.8 feles 
X = 2.4 Females 



34 



29 



An analysis of variance on vairiable No. 3; 
iand ownership is iEroortant to my self image. 



SUM-aF- MEAN 

SOURCE P.P. SQUflgSS SQUltBES F>RATIQ F-PROB 

Groups 1 .466-^69 .^797 .787581 -3763 

Within 

Gr oups 14^ 85.»3^39 » 592697 

TOTAL l^f5 85.81519 



X = 1.5 Males 
X = 1.6 Females 



30 
35 

■ * i . ■ ' 

o 

ERIC 



TABLE 2 



An analysis of variance on variable No. 

It is alright tc mortgage yo\ir land if you pay your 
bill on time. 



SOURCE 


D.F, 


3UM-0F- 


MEAN 




F-PROB 


Between 

Groups 


1 


5.965088 


5-96509 


2.82422 


.0950 


Within 
Groups 


144 


304.1450 


^2.11212 






TOTAL 


145 


310.1101 






1 ,1 



X = 2.6 Stales 
X = 3.1 Females 



36 



' TABLE. 13' 



An analysis of variance on variable No. 6t 

Ovmership of land is important to me because it can be 
passed on to my children. 



SOURCE 

Between 
Groups 

Within 
Groixps 



^ SDM-OP-. 
P.P. SQUARES 



.957275^ 



iij-^ .112.71^1 



TOTAL li^S 113 • 671^ 



MEAN 
SQUARES 



F-RATIO ^ F-PROB 



.782737 



1 .22298 



.2706 



X =' 1.6 ' Males . ' 

X ~ l.k Pemales - ■ I 



• ■•I' 

32 



TABLE " 



An analysis of variance on variable No. ?« 
Owning land is important for a personal sense '^of security. 



Be twee: 
Groups 



Within r 
.Groups 



SOURCE P.P. SQU^RgS /"^SQUA^fe ~ F-RATIO F»fpOB 



MEAN 




1 .17187S0 .171875 



8.^ 



.501601. .it-sop 



— -»» 



.3^^653 



TOTAL li*'5 49.51392 



7 



X = , l.i4. Males 
X = l.i4-. .- Females 



38 



J ■ 



33 



TABLE 1 5 



An analysis of variance on. variable No. 8j 

Land ownership. contributes more to one's feeling of 
self-worth than owning other material possessions. 



SOURCE 



SDM-OF' 
P.P. SQUARES 



MEAN ' 



F-RATIO F-PROB 



Between 
Groups 



.280273^ ,280273 



.3if0308 V. .5606^ 



Wi-thin 
Groups 



li^^ 118.5967-r: .823588 



TOTAL Vk5 II8.877O- 



— "V 



\ 



X - 1.6 Males 



X = 1.7 ~ Females 



/ Section II 

Percerption of Institutional Practices 
Associated With the Trans jfer . 
^ o^Rural Land 

■ W 

TABLE 16 



) 



An analysis of variance on variable No. 1« / 
:Many blacks have lost their 'land by illegal'/neans . 



SUM-OF- . MEAN 
D.F. SQU ARES SQUARES P>RATIO g-PROB 



SOURCE 

Between 
GrouDs 



Within 
Groups 



1 \.82?6367E- .827637E- .82S270E- .7739 

\ 01 01 01 



1^^ 1>3.8899 



■999235 



TOTAL 145 lif3,9727 



X =2.0 Males 



X = 1.9 — Females • • " 35. ^ 



TABLE 17 



An analysis of variance on variable No, 2i 

Most real estate officials make sure that blacks clearly 
understand legal papers in land transactions prior to . 
having them sign. t 



i SUK-OF- 
SOURCE P.P. SQUARES 



Between 
Groups 

WithiW 
Groups 



IffiiAN ~~ 
SQUARES F.RATIO F-PROB 



1 3.257O8O 
m 258;66lif 



3.25708 I.8I326 .1802 



1.796.26 



TOTAL , 145 261. 9185 



X = 3.6 Males 



X = ^.0 - Females 



36 



TABLE 18 



An analysis of variance on variable No. 7i 

The present system adequately notifies land owners of 
the time to pay property taxes. 



SOURCE ^ 


D.F. 


SuM«6^-. ■ 

SQUARES 


MBAM 
sqVAP?§ 




F-PROB 


Between 
Groups 


1 


1.583740 


1.58374 


1.74759 


.1883 


Within 
Groups 


144 


130.4985 


.906240 






, , TOTAL 




132.0823 









X = 1.7 Males 
:c = 1.9 Poniales 



37 
42 



TABLE 19 

I.-. 



An analysis of variance on variable No. 8t 

MuQh land is lost because of the failure of land owners 
to write wills* 



SPURGE 


D.F. 


SUM-OP- 
SQUARES 


,MEAN 






Between 
Groups 


1 


.293*^570 


^293^57 


.229678 


.6325 


Within 
Groups 




183.9875 


1.27769 






TOTAL 




18^.2810 





















X = 2.'+ Males 
X = 2.2 Females 



43 



38 



TABLE 20 



An analysis of variance on variable No • 10 1 

In order to receive welfare aseistancet one has to sell 
his or her land. 



SOURCE 


D.P. 


SUM-OP- 


MEAN 
SQUARES 




F-PROB 


Be'cween 
Groups 


1 


1.361816 


1. 36182 


.675873 




Within, 
Groups 




290.1^f55 


2.01490 






TOTAL 




291.5073 . 









■ \ 



X =3.6 Males 
X = 3*8 Females 



; 

■ / 



39 

44 



Section III 



Perception of Status and Trends of 
Rural Land Ownership 



TABLE . 21 



An analysis of variance on variably No. 1j 

A sizeable amount of individuals lost their property 'be 
cause they failed to meet their mojfrtgage obligations # 



SOURCE 


D,F. 


SUM-OF- 

SQUAiRES 


MEAN 
SQUARES 


F-RATIO 


P-PROB 


Between 
Groups 


, 1 


.72998O5E- 
01 


.72998OE- 
01 


,709778E- 


.7903 


Within 
Groups 




lif8.0986 


1.028^^6 







TOTAL 11^5 1^8 .1716 



X =1.9 Males \ 
X = 1.9 Females 



45 

AO 



TABLE 22 ' 

An analysis of variance oh variable jNo. 2i 

An increasing ntunber of yourtg people are retumixig South 
from Northern cities to buy rural land.. 



SOURCE 


D.P. 


SDM-OP- 
SQUARES 


MEAN 


P-RATIO 




Between 
Groups 


1 


.6306152 


.630615 


.Z^54i|C2 


.5013 


within 
Groups 




199.8'f20 


1.38779 






TOTSE& . 


1^5 


.200. '1727 









■■ ■ ■ / 

X 2.5 Males 
X = 2.3 Females 

I 

46 ■ 

o ■ ' . 
ERIC 



i 



TABLE 23 



An analysis of variance on variable No. 31 

Most blacks do not have adequate ioiowledge about the 
procedures involved in buyini^ and selling land. 



SOURCE 

Between 

Groups 

Within 
Groups 



SOM-OP- 



MEiOr 



P.RATIO F^ROB 



,7983398E- 
01 



01 



.844264E- .7718 
01 



M 136.1670 .9^5604 



TOTAL 1^5 136.2^^68 



ji J- 



V 




= 2.1^^J\^les 
X = 2.0 , Females 



42 

47 



TABIiE 2k 



An analysie of variance on variable No. 5i 

Because of the inability to make land a "profitable in- 
vestment » many Mackr are forced to sell thdir plots. 



SOURCE 

Between 
Groups 



D.F. SQUARES 




MEAN 
SQUARES 



.23022^0 



.230225 



Within 

Groups 1^^ 3^9.6060 2A}(i82 



TOTAL 11^5 3^9.8362 



.948278E- .7586 
01 



3.2 Males 



X = 3»1 Females 



48 

43 



TABLE 25 



An analysis of variance on variable No. 8 i ^ 
arS^die?"""® people are aware of the date the ^r land taxes 



•SOURCE 




^UARES 


MBAN 
SQUARES 


-. — ..-^ .1 . 

__P-RATIO F^PR9p - 


Between 
Groups 


1 


.6823730 


. 682373 


1 .1 z .2791 


Within 
Groups 




83.2358if 


•578027; 





TOTAL l/f5 83.91821 



X_^= l'-? Males 
X = 1.5 Females 



44 

49 



TABLE 26 



An analysis of variance on variable No. 

Most land ovmers do not trusl^ real estate off ideas. 



SOURCE 

Between 
Groups 

Within 
Groups 



SUM-OF- 

p.p. ?qyAR^§ 



MEAN 



1 .U59961 .U5996 



1^ Z¥^, 371^6 1.69705 



F-RATIO F- PROS 



.860295E- .7697 
01 



TOTAL 1^1-5 244.5208 



X = 2.6 ,Males » 
X = 2.6 Females . 



TABLE '27 



An:analyi8iB of variance on variable No. lOi 

Many land owners are xmeure of the validnees of 
their deeds. 



SOURCE 

Between 
Groups 

Within 
Groups 



SUM- OF- 

P.p. mm^ 



MEAN 

SQUARES g-RATIO f-?Rp? 



1 .3^35059 .3^3506 .212841 .6^^53 



144 . 232.4033 1.61391 



TOTAL 145 232.7468 



X = 2.6 \l«ales 



X = 2.5 FeWles 



46 

51 
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CATEGORY C . 

Section I 
.Attitudes Toward Land 



TABLE 28' 



An Analysis of Variance on Variable No. li 

^Wtoting land is as personally self fulfilling as 
owiing land.. 



SOURCE 




SQUARES 


MEAN 
SQUARES 


P- RAT 10 


F-PROB 




Between 
Groups 


3 


20.18921 


6.7297^ . 


< 

3.3^162 


,0211 




Within 
Groups 




285^756 


2.01391 









TOTAL 1*^5 306.l6if8 



X = 0 22 & B 

X = if.2 23 - 28 

X = 3*8 39 - 0 

X = 3«1 55 & A 



52 

■ 47 



ERIC 



TABLE 29 



An Analysis oi* Variance on Variable No. 2V 

Preserving the natural beauty of land is more ijnbVtant 
than economic benefits. ' 



SOURCE 


D.F. 


SUM! -OP- 
SQUARES 


MEAN 
^ARES 


i, 

r-F+RATlO P-pROp 


Between 
, Groupa - 


3 


21.44m 


f 7. 14713 


2.63236 .0524 


* Within 
Groups 




385.5452 


2*71511 




TOTAL 




406 -.9866 




. , 



X = 4.0 23 - 28 

= 2.7 39-54 

X = 2.6 55 & A 



48 




TABLE 30 



An Analysis of Variarice on Variable No* 3i ^<- 
Land ovmership is fhiportamt to my self image. 



SOURCE 


p.p. 


SUM- OP- 
SQUARES 


MEAN 1 
SQUARES i 


P-RATib P-PROB 


Between 
Groups 


^ 3 


L ■ . ' 


3.1156^* 


5.79658 .0009 


Within 
Groups 


1^*2 


1 

76. 32^+^6 


.537W 




TOTAL 


1^5 


85.67139 







x_ = 2.3 23,- 28 

X > 1.5 39-5^ 
X - 1.^ 55 & A 



\ . 49 



TABLE 31 

Ah. Analysis of Variance on Variable No. 

It is alright to mortgage your land if you pay your ^ 
bill on time. 



SOURCE 


D.F. 


SUM-OF- 
SQUARES 


MEAN 
SQUARES 


F-RATIO 


F-PROB 


Between 
Groups 


3 


" .67065^3 


.223551 


.102586 


.958i4- 


Within 
Groups 


142 


309. ^+395 


2.17915 






TOTAL 


1^5 


310.1101 









X = 2.6 23 - 28 
X ^ 2.8 39 - 54 
X ='2.6 55 & A 



50 



TA:BLE 32 



An Analysis of Variance on Variable No. 6i 

•/ 

Ovmership of land is/ important to me because it can 
be passed on to ray children* 



SUM- 





D.P. 


SUM-CP- 


MEAN 
SQUARES 


F- RATIO 




Between 
Groups 


3 


/ 1.263672 


.if2122if 


.532861 


.6605 


Within 
Groups , 




112.2502 


.790^^95 






TOTAL 


Iks 


113.5139 









X = 1.8 23 - '28 
X = 1.6 39\-|5^ 
X = 1.5 55 A 



\ 



56 



SI 



ERIC 



TABLE 33 

t ■ 

An Analysis of Variance on Variable No. 7i 

- ' . 

Owning land is important for a personal sense of security. 



SOURCE 


p.p. 


SUM-OF- 
SQUARES 


MEAN 






Between, 
Groups 


■"3 


.5571289 


.185710 


.538654 


.6566 


Within 
Groups 


142 


i*8. 95679 


.3^766 






TOTAL 




49.51392 








■ \ ■ , " . 



X = 1 .6 23 - 28 
X = 1.4 39-54 
X = 1.3 55 & A 





67 



TABLE 3^ 



An Analysis of Variance on Variable No. 8i 

Land ownership contributes more to one*Q feeling of 
self worth than ovming other material posseerlonsv 





D.F. 


SDM-OP- 


.MEAN 


P-RATIO 


F-PROB 


Between 
Groups 


3 


1.811279 


-603760 


.732357 


.53^3 


Within 
Groups 




117.0657 


.82^*^06 






TOTAL 


1^5 


118.8770 









X = 2*0 23 - 28 
X = 1 ,5 39 - 5^ 
X 1.6 55 & A 



Section II 

Perception of Institutional Practices 
Associated Witfi^the Transfer of 
Rural Land 



TABLE 35 



An Analysis of Variance on Variable No. 1« 

Many Dlacks have lost their land by illegal means. 







— — it - - 1. ■ . 

SUM- OF- : 
SQUARES 


MEAN 






Between 
Groups 


3 ' 


V, 

.7502441, 


.250081 


.255021 


.8577 


Within 
Groups 


142 


139.2498 


.980632 






TOTAL 


145 


140*0000 









X = 1.8 23 - 28 
X = 2.1 39-5^ 
X = 1.9 55 & A 



s 



TABLE 36 



An Analysis of Variance on Variable No. 2i 

Most real estate officials make sure that blacks 
clearly understand legal papers in land transactions 
prior to having them sign. 



SOURCE 



Between 
Groups 

Within 
Groups 



SUM-OP- 
D.P. SQUARES 



MEAN 



•^P^RATIO ' F>-PROB 
3 3.0^6875 1.01563 .553751 .6U65 
142 260.^399 1.83408 



TOTAL 145 '263.^868 



X = 4.0 23 - 28 > 
X = 3.8 39. - 5^ 
X = 3.6 55 & A 



TABLE 37 



An Analysis of Variance on Variable No. ?» 

The presen-t system adequately notifies land owners 
of the time to pay property taxes. 



SOURCE ' 


D . E . ' 


SUM-OF- ' 

_ -SQUARES 


MEAN 

SQUARE? ; 


F-RATIO 


p-pro3b 


Between 
Groups 


3. 


2.678223 


.892741 


.979639 


.4043 


Within ^ 
Groups 


li^2 


129.404l 


.911296 


r ■ 




TOTAL 


145 


132.0823 









X = 1.9 23 - 28 
X = 1.5 39 -^54 
X .= 1.8 , 55 & A 



56 



■ \ 

TABLE 38 ...'^ 

An Analysis of VariAhce on Variable No.V Si 

Much land is lost because of the failure of land 
owners to write wills. 



SOURCE 




SUM-OP- 


MEAN 


1 


F-PROB 


Between 
Groui>s 


3 


2.69U62 






.5468 


Within 
Groupo . 


. 1^2 


179.0693 


1.26105 







TOTAL 145, 181. 7605 



X = 2.7 - 23 - 28 
X = 2.4 ?9 - 54 
X = 2.2 55 & A 



62 



57 



TABLE 39 



An Analysis of Variance on Variable No. lOt 

In order to receive welfare assi43.tance, ohe'"lia^^^ 
sell his or h^jr landi 





SOURCE 


^D.F. 


SUM-OF- 
SQUARES 


MEAN . 
SiiUARES 


F-RATIO 


F-PROB 


Between 
Groups 


- 3 


.769775^ 


.256592 


.125323 


.9450 


Within 
Groups 


■ \- 
142 


290.?375 


2.04745 






TOTAL 


145 


291.5073 









V X = 3 A 23 - 28 
X = 3.6 39 - 5^ 
X = 3-7' 55 & A 



63 

58 

O 

ERIC 



'"3'ection III 

Perception of Status and Trends 
<5f Rur^l Land- Ownership 



TABLE ^.0 



An Analysis of Variance on Variable No. Is 

A sizeable amount of individuals lost their proDertv 
because they failed to meet their mortgage obU^^uJns . 



SUM-OF-^ MEAN " ' ' ' 

SOURCE p.p. SQirARK,q ? qiTfip^o F,RATIO P-PRnp_ 

Between 
Groups 



Within 

Groups 142 . m'. 34.50 



3 3 -.312744 1,10425 1.10937 

.995387 



.3475 



TOTAL 145 144.6577 



,. X = 2.3 23 - 28 
X 1.8 39 - 54 
X = 1.8 55 A 



. 64 

59 

o 

ERIC 



TABLE ^•1 



An Analysis of Variance on Variablo-No. 2t . 

An increasing number of young people are returning South 
frotr Northern cities to buy rural land. - 



SOURCE 


D.F^ 


SUM- OF - 
SQUARES 


mm 

SQUARES 


F-RATIO 


-V-r-— ---- 

P-PROB 


Between 
Groups 


3 


6.375732 


2.12524 


1.57078 


" ".T99i:~'" 


Within 
Groups 






1.35299 






TOTAL 


1^5 


198.5000, 


<? 







X = 1.9' 23 - '28 
X = ,2.7 39 - 54 
X = 2.4 55 & A 



60 



TABLE ^2 



An Analysis of Variance on Variable No. 3» 

Most blacks do not have adequate knowledge about the 
procedures involved in buying and selling land. 



^ SUM-OF- 
SOURCE P.P. ' SQUARES 



MEAN' 
SQUARES 



F-ftATIO F-PROB 



Between 
Groups 

Within 
Groups 



3 7.578369 2.52612 2.86786 , .0388 
1^2 125.0793 .8808'+0 



TOTAL lii-5 132.6577 



X = 2.^ 23 - 28 
X .= 2.3. 39 ' 5^ 
X = 1.9 55 & A . 
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TABI£ >+3 



An Analysis of Variance on Variable No. 5» 

Because of the . inabilitjy to raake lanJd a profitable in- 
vestment, many blacks are forced to sell their plots* 



- ■ SUM-OP- MEAN \ - ; 

SPURGE D.F. SQUARES SftUARES\ F-RATIO ' F-PROB 



Between 
Groups 

Within 
Groups 



°. 9829102 



.327637 . .133061 
.2^6231 



. 9^*02 



TOTAL 1^-5 350.6306 



X = 3.0 23 - 28 
X = 3.3 39 - 5^ 
X = .3-1 55 & A - 



62 

67 



ERIC 



TABLE hk 



Analysis of Variance on Variable No. 8i 

Today, more people :a\re aware of the date their land, 
taxes are due. ^ 









SUM^OF- 


MEAN 






SOURCE 


D.P. 


SQUARES 




F-RATI9 ' 


F-PRGB 


Be'fcw(5en 












Groups 


3 


1.645264 


^^5^8421 


.946554 


.4200 


Within 












Groups 


142 


^82.27295 


.579387 






TOTAL • 


145 


83.91821. 

— ■ — r— 






* < 



= 1.5, 23 -J28 
- t = 1.8 -39 - 54 
X := 1. 6 55 & A 



< 



9 



TABLED? 

An Analysis of Variance on Varial)le No. 9t 

Most land owners do not trust real estate officials. 



SOURCE 


D.F. 


SUM-OP- 
saUARES 


MEAN 
SQUARES 


P-RATIO 




F?tween 
Groups 


3 


1.73^863 


\578288 . 


.338227 


.7977 


Within 
Groups 


1^2 


242.7859 


1.70976 






TOTAL 


1^5 


2if4.5208 









X = 2.8 23 - 28 

X = 2.7 39-54 

X = 2.5 55 & A 

\ 



64 



TABLE ^6 



An Analysis !of Variance an Variable No. 10» 

Many land owners are unsure of the validness of 
their deeds; 



1 . SUM-OP- IV^AN / 
SOURCE D:F. . SQUARES SQUARES P-RATIO / F-PROB 


Between 
Groups 

Within 
Groups 1^ 


;/ . / 

3 • 1^2773^ /. ^75911 .2921i^8 / .8310 

/ ' ■ / 
yz 231.3191 / i. 62901 / 


TOTAL lis 232.7^68 


• / 






/ ■ . ^ 



X = 2.9 23 i- 28 
X = 2.6 39 - 5^ 

1 

X = 2.5 55 & A 
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CATKGORY D . 

\ ■ 

\, ■ ■ 

SECTION I 

ATTITUDES TOWARD LAND 

TABLE ^7 

Percentages on variable No. 1: 
Renting land is as personally self fulfilling as owning land. 





CATEGORY 




NUMBER 


PERCENT 


Agree 
Disagree 




34 
110 


23.6 
76.6 




TOTAL 


144 


100.0 





\ 

\ 



n 
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TABLE 1+8 
Percentages on variable No.. 2: 

Preserving the natural beauty of land is more important than 
economic benefits. ' 



CATEGORY 


NUMBER 


PERCENT 


Agree 


86 


59 


.3 


Disagree 


59 


40 


.7 




TOTAL 145 


100 


.0 



72 

67 



" . TABLE M-9 

Percentages on variable No, 3: 
Land ownership is important to my self dLinage, 



CATEGORY 


NUMBER' 


PERCENT 


Agree 


1-41 


97.2 


Disagree 


4 ■ ■ 


2.8 




TOTAL 145 


100.0 



\ . 

73 



68 



) 



table' 50 

Percentages on variable No. 4: 



It is alright 
on tin\e. 


to mortgage your land if 


you pay your bill 


CATEGORY 


NUMBER , 


PERCENT 


Agree 


96 


68.6 


Disagree 


44 


31.4 




TOTAL 14 0 


100. 0 





69 

74, 

o 

ERIC 



TABLE 51 



Percisntages on variable No. 5: 

Ownership of land is becoming more important to. individuals 
in our mobile society. 



CATEGORY 


NUMBER 


PERCENT 


Agree 


■ ' 137 


93. 


8 


Disagree 


9 




2 




TOTAL 146 


' 100. 


0 
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TABLE 52 



Percentages on variable No. 6 



Ownership of , land is important to me because, it can be 
passed oh to my children. 



CATEGORY 


NUMBER 


PERCENT 


Agree . . 


137 


97.9 


Disagree 


■ ' ■ ■ ■ 3 


2.1 




TOTAL 140 ' 


100.0 
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TABLE 53 
Percentages on variable No, 7: 
Owning land is important for a personal sense of security. 





CATEGORY 


NUMBER ^. ' 


- PERC....r 


*■ Agree 
Disagree 


144 

■ . 1 


99.3 
.7 


■ <>, 


TOTAL 145 • 


100. 0 





72 

i 

ERIC 



- ' TABLE 5^ 
Percentages on variable No. 8s 



. . Q 

Land owneijship contributes more to one's feeling of self 
worth than owning other material possessions. 



■ I 



CATEGORY 


NUMBER 


' PERCENT 


. Agree 
Disagree 


138 

. 7 , 


95.2 
4.8 




TOTAL .145 


100.0 





ERIC 



78 



TABLE 

Percentages on variable No* 9: 



One of the best ways of achieving personal status is through 
land ownership. 



CATEGORY 






NUMBER 


, PERCENT ' 


Agree 






132 . 


90.4 


;Disagree 






14 


9.6 






TOTAL . 


. 146 


100.0 ; 



79 



1 



... TABLE ^'6 

Percentages on variable No. 10:- 
Decisions about who to sell land to should be based upon race 



CATEGORY 


....ji^^ . 


NUMBER • 


PERCENT 


Agree 




. ^ ■ y ; 53- 


38.1 


Disagree 




. 86 - 


61. 9 • 






TOTAL ; ,139 

1 


100.0 





75 



80 



SECTION .II' . . • 

\ ■ ■ » J ''' 

Perce^ption of Institutional Practices Ass^o'ciated 
With the'Txa-nsfer of Rural Band 

. TABLE 57 ' ' ,. / 





Percentaqes on variable No . 


1 : 


Many blacks, 


have lost their land by illegal 


means . . , 


V 




y ■ ■ ■ 


. CATEGORY 


0 NUMBER • 


PERCENT 


Agree 


. 126 


96.2 


Disagree 


5 


3.8 • 




- ^ TOTAL 131^ 


\ 100.0 



1. 

J 



76 



I 



TABLE 58 \ 



Percentages on va3c;lable No.':2 



Most real elstate of f icial'^ make sure that blacks clearly 
understand le^al papers , in land transactions prior to having 
them sign.' 



* f ' ■ ^ ■ . 


CATEGORY 

f 




NUMBER \> ' 


PERCENT 


Agree 
Disagree 


(J* * 

■ N * 


41 

91 .f 


31-. 1 
68.9 


• - 


• TOTAL 


o.. 132 - 





77 

^.82 



TABLE 59 • 
Percentagejs on variable No. 3: -■ ' 



\ 



The refusal of mortgage companies, to make loans to black 
owned°laJd!'''^ significantly to the shortage .of black 



s 



CATEGORY 




NUMBER 


■ PERCENT 


Agree 




114 


88.4 


Disagree 


\ 


,15 -• 


11.6 




TOTAL 


129 


100 . 0 



I 



78 



/rABLE 60 



Percentages on variable 



No, 4 



Persons in officinal Capacities often jwork together to ganfb 
possession of black owned rural land^' 



' CATEGORY 


j 

■i 




NUMBER 1 . 


\ PERCFNT 


Disagree ' 






■ 112 

15 ; 


■, \ 88 .2 




A ■ 


TOTAL 


127' 


100.0 



\ 



1 



79 

84 



ERIC 



TABLE 61 



Percentages on\ variable No. 5: 

\ - • ■ 

\ 

•When a land owner, dies real estate officials often make 
sure that the acreage is evenly divided among relatives. 





CATEGORY 


NUMBER 


PERCENT 


Agree 


48 

»• , 


. 4 3.6 


Disagree 


62 


56,4 




TOTAL ,110 


100.0 





ao 



TABLE 62 



Percentages on variable No. 6: 



Often individuals 
other necessities 


mortgage their property to 
, but many eventually loose 


buy food and 
their property 




CATEGORY * 


NUMBER 


PERCENT 


Agree 


. 109 ■ 


80.7 


Disagree 


26 


19.3 




TOTAL 135 


100.0 " 



81 

• 86 

o 

ERIC 



TABLE 63 



Percentage;. variable No. 7: 

land owners of .the 



J?L^J®^^"^ system adequately notifies 
time to pay property taxes. ''^^^^^^^ 




TOTAL 146 



100.0 



8 

87 



TABLE 6^ 



Percentages on variable No. 8: 

Much land is lost because of the failure of land owners 
to write wills, ..■ — — — 





CATEGORY 


NUMBER 


PERCENT 


Agree 
Disagree 


114 
11 


90.3 
8.7 




TOTAL 125 ; 


100.0 



83 • 

88 

ERIC 



TABLE 65 



Perce:^tage3 on variable No* 9; 

Often blacks are forced to sell their land, especially 
when it' is valuable. 



CATEGORY 


NUMBER 


PERCENT 


■ Agree 


77 




6^ 


Disagree " 


. '48 


38. 


4 '. 




TOTAL " 125 


100. 


0 



84 

89 



TABLE 66 

Percentages on variable No, 10: 

In order to receive welfare assistance, one has to sell 
his or her land, 





: CATEGORY 


•NUMBER 




- PERCENT 


Agree 


47 




36.4 


Disagree 


82 




63.6 




TOTAL 125 




100. 0 , 





85 

90 



SECTION III 
Perception of Status and Trends of 
Rural Land Ownership 

\ ' \ . • 

TABLE 67 

_ . 

Percentages on variable No. 1: / 

A sizeable amount of individuals lost their property because 
they failed to meet their mortgage obligations. 





CATEGORY 


NUMBER 


PERCENT 


Agree 


128 


97.0 


Disagree 


4 


3.0' 




TOTAL 13 2 


100.0 





86 



91 



" TABLE 68 . ^ 

Percentages on variable No. 2: 

An inbreasing number of young people are returning South 
from Northern cities to buy rural land. 



CATEGORY 


NUMBER 






PERCENT 


Agree 


104 . 






9C . 4 


Disagree 








9."6 




TOTAL 115 






100..0 



87 

92 



TABLE 69 



Percentages on variable No, 3: 



Most blacks do not have adequate ^knowledge about^the pro- 
'cedureis ^ involved in 'buying and selling land. 





CATEGORY 


.. NUMBER 




^ \ ■ 
PERCENT 


Agree 


126 




. 91, A 


Disagree 


12 




8.6 




* TOTAL 138 




100.0 






93 



TABLE 70 



Percentages on variable No. 4 



Due -.o the changing tim^s, many indijviduals are holding 
on to their land^ '"^^ • . y'' 



CATEGORY 



NiJMBER 



PERCENT / 



Agreei 
Disagree 



,0 



134 

5 



• 96.4/ 



TOTAL 139 



100.0 



TABLE 71 



Percentages on variable, ..No". 5: 



Because of the inability to inake land a profitable invest- 
mervt; many blaqks are forced to sell their plots. 



CATEGORY* 



PERCENT 



Agrele 
Disagree 



A . 



TOTAL 



7 9 
55 



134 



59 . 0 

ilvO 



100.0 



TABLE 73 
Percentages on variable No.r7: 
Mo^st farm land is not in use; it stands idle. 



CATEGORY 


NUMBER 


PERCENT 


Agree 


60 


42.6 


Disagred 


81 


""^'57.4 




TOTAL 141 


100.0 





92 

97 



TABLE 7^ 
Percentages on variable No. 8: 



Today, more people are aware of the date their land taxes 
are due. 



CATEGORY 


NUMBER 


PERCENT 


Agree 


139 


96.6- 


Disagree 


5 


3.4 




. - TOTAL 144 


100.0 



93 

98 



TABLE 7? 
Percentages on variable No. 9: 
land owners do not trust real estate of ficials . ■ 



' CATEGORY 




NUMBER 


PERCENT ■ 


Agree 




99 


85.3 . 


Disagree 




17 


14.7, 




TOTAL 


116 <■ 


100.0 



■ i 



94 



99 



TABLE 76 
Percentages on variable No. 10: 
Many land owners are unsure of the validness of their deeds • 



CATEGORY 




NUMBER 




PERCENT 


Agree 




105 




8 2.2 


Disagree 




■23 




17.8 




TOTAL 


128 




100.0 



0 



95 

100 



CATEGORY R 
SECTION I 

Attitudes Toward Land 

By: Sex • 

TABLE 77 
Percentages on variable 
Renting land is as personally self fulfilling as owning land. 



SEX 


AGREE 




. DISAGREE 






Number 


Percent 




Number 


iPercent 


TOTAL 


Male 


23 






51 


80 


114 


Female 


• 11 


38 




18 


62 


29 


TOTAL 






109 


143 











96 

101 



TABLE 78 



Percentages on variable No. 3: 



Land ownership, is important to my self image, 



SEX 

Male 
Female 

TOTAL 



AGREE 



Number Percent 



110 



30 



140 



96 
ICQ 



DISAGREE 



Niimber Percent 



4 

0 



4 

0 



TOTAL 

114 
30 

144 



97 

W2 



TABLfi c79 
Percisntages on variable No. 4: 



.It is alright to mortgage your land if you pay your bill 
on time. 



SEX 


AGREE 


DISAGREE 




Number percent 


Nvamber Percent 


TOTAL 


Male 
Female 


79. 72 
17 57 


30 28 
13 43 


109 
30 


. TOTAL , 


96 


43 


139 











9-8 



103 



TABLE .80 
Percentages on variable No; 5: 



Ownership c " land is becoming more important to individuals 
in our mobia^e society. 



SEX 


AGREE 




DISAGREE 






Number 


Percent 




Number 


Percent 


TOTAL 


Male 


108 


95 




6 


5 


114 


Female 


28 


90 




3 


10 


31 


TOTAL 


136 




9 


145 



99 

104 



\ 



TABLE 81 

■ ^ 

Percentages on variable No. 7: 
Owning land is important for a personal sense of security • 



SEX 


' , AGREE 


DISAGREE 




filuinber Percent 


Number Percent 


TOTAL 


Male 
Female 


.112 99 
31 100 


1 1 

0 ts- 0 


ii's 

31 


TOTAL 


14 3 / 


1 


144 


a — \ ; : : 







Irs 



100 



105 



TABLE 82 . 

' Percentages on variable No. 8: 

Land ownership contributes more to one^s feeling of self 
worth than owning other material possessions. 



SEX 


AGREE 


DISAGREE 




Number Percent 


Number Percent 


TOTAL 


Male 

/ 

Female 


107 94 
30 100 


7 ~ 6 

... 

0 ' 0 


114 

30. 


TOTAL 


137 


7 


144 















101 

106 



if 



TABLE .83 
Percentages on variable No/ '9 



One of the best ways of achieving^-personal status , is through 
l^nd ownership. . 



SEX 

\ 


- AGREE 




* DISAGREE 




Nvunber Percent 




-Number Percent 


TOTAL 


Male \ 
Female 


103 90 
28 90 




li 10 , 
3 10 


114 

31 ■ 


TOTAL 


131 




14 


145 



/ 



102 

107 



. TABLE 8lf ■ 
^ Percentages on variable No. 10: - . ' 

Deoisions about who to sell land to should be based upon race 



.'SEX - 




DISAGREE . 1 




Number \ Percent 


Number Percent- 


TOTAL 


Male - 
r Female . 


• • 43 \ 39 

d 

. 9 '\ 31 


66 ^ 61 
20 • 69 

V 


' 109 
29 


TOTAL 


52 


86 V 


13l . 

r 



■ 103 

108 



r 



SECT 

Perception of Institutional Practices Associated 
With the Transfer of Rural Lard 

, ■ • . ^ \ 

\ TABLE 85 

\ • . .o \ 

Percentages on variable No„ 1: 
Many blacks have lost their land by illegal means. 



SEX * 


AGREE 


-1 


■'■ " •" 

DISAGREE 






Number 


Percent 




Numbejr 


Percent 


TOTAL 


Male 


97 


96 




4 


4 


101 


Female 


28 

> 


97 




3 


3 


29 


TOTAL 


125 


- 


5 

1 ■ ,. 1 


130 



104 



109 



TABLE 86 



Percentages on variable No, 2: 

Most real estate officials 'make sure that blacks clearly 
understand legal papers in land transactions prior to having 
them sigh* 



SEX 


AGREE 




DISAGREE 






Number 


Percent 




Number 


Percent 


TOTAL 


Male 


35 


33 




70 


67 


105 


Female 


6 


23 




20 


77 


26 


TOTAL 






90 


131 













tio 



TTVPLE 87 



Percv ^of u variable No. 3: 

The refusal of mortgage companies to make loans to blacks 
has contributed significantly ^o the shortage of black 
owned land. 



SEX 


AGREE 




DISAGREE 






Number 


. Percent 




Number 


Percent 


TOTAL 


Male 


88 


87 




13 ' 


13 


101 


Female 


,25 


93 




2 


7 


27: 


TOTAL 


113 




15 


128 













106 
111 



TABLE 88 



ntages on variabl 2 Jo. 4: 

Persons in official capacities often work toaether to o«in 
possession of black owned rural land. ^o^etner to gam 



SEX 


AGREE 


DISAGREE 






Number 


Percent 


Number Percent 


TOTAL 


Male 


87 


88 


' 12 12 


99 


Female 


24 




.3 . ... 


■ 27 


TOTAL ■ 
{ 


^11 


15 


126 



107 

U2 



s 



TABLE 89 
Percentages on variable No» 6: 

Often individuals mortgage their property to buy food and' 
other necessities, but many eventually loose their property. 



SEX 


AGREF 




DISAGREE 








Percent 




Number 


Percent 


TOTAL 


Male 




82 




19 


18 


107 


Fv^male 




' 74 




7 


26 


27 


TOTAL 






26 


134 













108 

113 



TABLE 90 



Percentages on variable No. 8: 



Much land is lost because of the failure of land owners to 
write wills • 

. ■ ' ■ \ 

^_ - \ 













SEX 


AGREE 




DISAGREE • 






Number 


Percent 




Number 


; Percent 


TOTAL ■ 


Male 


89 


92 




8 . 


: ■« A 


107 


Female 


24 


86 ' 




3 


14. 


27 


TOTAL 


113 




11 


134 



109 

114 



TABLE 91- 

c 

Percentages on variable No, 9: 



his or her land. 






SEX 


.. AGREE 


DISAGREE 




Nvunber Percent 


ijumber Percent 


' TOTAL 


Male 
Female 


57 59 
19 68 


39 41 


; 96 
28 


TOTAL 


76 

1 — ■■ 1 


48 


124 



110 

115 



TABLE .92 



Percentages on variable No. 10: 

In order to receive welfare assistance, one has to sell 
hir or her land. 



SEX 


AGREE 




DISAGREE 






Number *.PerceTit 




Number 


Percent 


TOTAL 


Male 


39^ 39 




,1. . _l61 


61^ 


100 


Female 


7 ■ 25 






75 


28 


TOTAL 


46 




82 


128^^ — - 













11. 
116 



ERIC 



FIECTTON ' : 

Perception of Status and Tre .''s of 
Rural Land Ownership 



TABLE 93 

Percentages on variable tsio, 1: . ^ ^ 

A sizeable amount of individuals lost their property because 
they failed to meet their mortgage obligations. 











SEX 


AGREE 




DISAGREE 




Number 


Percent 




Number 


Percent 


TOTAL 


Male 


100 


96 




4 


4 


104 


Female 


27 


100 




0 


0 


27 


TOTAL ' 


127 




'4 


131 












TABLE 9h / 
Percentages on variable No. 3: 



Mostt blacks do not have adequate knowledge about the pro- 
cedures involved in bilying and selling land. 




SEX 


AGREE 


DISAGREE 




Number Percent , 


Nvunber Percent 


TOTAL 


Male^ 
Female 


97 91 

—--29 — ~94r-^- 


. 10 9 
. 2 6 


107 
31 










TOTAL 


126 

i_- ^ 


12 


138 











\ 



\ 



113 



TABIE95 

Percentages on variable No. 4: 

Due to the changing times / many individuals are holding on 
to their land. / 



SEX 


AGREE 


DISAGREE ' 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


. TOTAL 


Male 


104 


95 


. 5 ■ 




109 


Female 
TOTAL ' 


29 
133 


100, 


0 

5 


\ 


• 29 

~~:~L38^ 




/ 



f 



-TABLE 96 
Percentages on variable No. o: 



Because of the -inability to make land a profitable invesfc- 
rrient, many blacks are forced to sell their plots. 

/ . * - ■ ■ <^ " 



SEX 


AGREE 


DISAGREE 


V— 


Niamber Percent 


NTimber Percent 


TOTAL 


Male 
Female 


60 58 
18 621 


44 42 


104 
29 

> 


TOTAL 


78 


55 


" 133 




\ 







r 




115 



120 



TABLE 97 " . ■ 

Percentages on variable No. 6: 

It is more profitable to own land today than it was ten 
years ago. - ' 



'■SEX 


AGREE 


DISAGREE' 




Number Percent 


Number Percent 


TOTAL 


- Male 
, Female 


102 92 
31 100 


9 - 8 
0 0 


111 
31 


TOTAL 


133 . ' 

1 - " ° ' t 


9 ■ 


142 



116 



121 



. TABLE, 98^ 

Percentages .09 variable No, 7: 

Most far!T> land is hot in use; it stands idle. 



SEX ' 


AGREE ^ 


DISAGREE 




Number Percent 


Number Percent 


TOTAL . 


,Maie 
Female 




64 58 
. 16 43 


110 
30 


TOTAL 


"•('- ^^ ' 


;■ . 80. ' 


140 \ 



< 



117\ 

122 



ERIC 




TABLE 99 
Percentages on varirble No, 8: 



Today, more people are aware of the date their land taxes 
are due» ' 













SEX 


—AGRBB- 




— Di^'Ht3iiErEy~ r 






Number Percent 




Nuunber Percent 


TOTAL . 


''Male 
Female 


108 .96 
31 100 




■■5 ■ 4 . , 

'0 " 0 ^j: 


113 

: " ■ 

. - Ju'- 


TOTAL 


139 

. ■ ■ .^M ■■ 




5 

A' ■ ■ ■ 


I44f ■ : 



J. 



1. 



ERIC 



118 

123 



/ TABLE 100 " 

Percentages on variable No. 9: 
J^ost land owners do not trust real estate officials. 













SEX 


AGREE- 




DISAGREE 


— — =>> 




Number 


Percent 




Number 


Percent 


TOTAL 


Male 


77 


86' 




13 


14 


90 


Female 


21 


84 




4 




25 


TOTAL 


98 




17 


, 115 . 



■ 119 

124 



/ 



TABLE 101 
. Percentages on variable No. 10: 
Many land owners are unsure of the validness of their deeds. 



SEX 


AGREE 


DISAGREE 






Number 


Peircent 


Number 


Percent 


TOTAL 


Male 


81 


82 


18 


18 


99 


Female 


-24 


83 


5 


17 


29 , 


TOTAL 


.105 


23 


128 



120 



125 



Chapter V 
OONCLUS'i ' JsT. '^lOOWMENr^TIONS 



Cx?nciusi 



IRS of this study ,.:<id the researcher o conclude: 

^ blacks generally agree that ownershl: rural Land Is 
rable. 

2. H^ri-: black landowners rre In dire need of j. knowledge regarding 

re estate legal matrsrs , i-e., writing wills , mortgage fore- 

closures, heir property, property appraisal , partition sales, 

tax sales, eminent domain, etc. 

\3- That a large per cent of black owned rural land was lost by 
\ - , ■ ...... - 

\ illegal means, primarily initiated by lawyers , land speculators, 

and county officials. 
4/ That females are more likely to show a greater concern for rural 
I lan'^ retention than males, 

\ ' ^ ■ ■ 

W f^^^ ^ majority of black owned rural land is owned by in- 

dividuals 55 years of age and above. 

That the failure of mortgage companies to make loans to blacks 
has contributed significantly to the shortage of black owned land. 
Tha|: blacks are more likely; to purchase rural land from blacks 
thaii from whites. 

That^ iliitexiacy^.aiTKjng rur^^ blacks has contributed to land loss , 
primarily because of their inability to effectively negotiate 



7. 



8. 



9. 



during real, estate transactions. 



That t^lacks are notified in ample time to pay property taxes. 
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10. That : > are not aggressively prv.-.iaslng rural lard. 

11. That ' »ff-r -'ni^irthouse land records are not always accural.^- 
Dlscrepar * *b aiv ^ the total acreage owned are common between 
the offlcr ■!':.( Registrar and the County Tax Assessor. It 
essence, r .s do not know how much land they pwn. 

12. That lane ^= erten fall to keep their cords current with 
those kep courthouse. As a result, title to land Is 
often foxm name of persons that are deceased. 

13. That rural i= still being sold at, an alarming rate and often 
for a ver: -o:^^-.:'^.^ amount. Black rural landowners do not Identify 
with the 1. Courthouse Establishment." 

14. Hiat blacks -^ften regard persons In official capacities in the 
courthouse virl fear, distrust and suspicion. 

15. That many blacks are unsure of the validness of their deeds. 

16. That ^lany 11.- ^ ? l^ick the financial resources and technical 
skills needed :rHnsfonn their land into a profitable In^ 
vestment. Mszr"' i. .ack landcwners are too old and too poor to make 
their land rro fx table, and therefore, high taxes are causing a 
constant strain on their Income. 

17. That the llllons of blacks whp migrated from the South con-' 
trlbuted slgnlficanitiy to the decline in black owned rural land.. 

18. That the Cemsus of Agriculture Is an unacceptable research data 
resource br-aua«i of the procedure used. to record Information on 
black farm jwmrs and farm operators and because the data are 
outdated. -i . 'n ■ 



Re congnen da t Ions 

As a result of the findings of this study and, due :0 the paucity 
of research relative to the issue of *'Black Rural Land -^-ilinej** the 
followings recommendations were made: 

1. Extensive research projects should be conducted rrd^ch cover 
various aspects of the issue of **Black Rural Lz:-szz Decline/* 
but are less dependent upon the Census of Agriculture resoiarce 
data. 

2. . Institutions of higher education should become more involved 

in this crucial problem through the Initiation of research 
projects., practica, and seminars, that will directly improve 
the knowledge of black landowners in real estate transactions. 

3. Funding agencies should coiranit more financial resources to 

...... ^ ^ - 

support projects dealing with this important issue. 

4. A national network should be established to give more attention 
to the concerns surrounding the issue of "Black Rural Land Beclene. 

5. The ! cal courthouse staffs should make a greater effort, to 
locate owners of "tax delinquent property/' Advert! 5 emen-t in , 
local as well as major newspapers would allow many heir property 
ownars to rescue tax delinquent land. ' - ^ 
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APPENDIX 

Special or Unusual . 
Cljigntn strTOces Concarninj^ Black Rural Laridowners 
Eight Cases) 



>4 



130 

ERIC 



3PECIAI 0^ UNUSUAL ^ 
CIRCUMSTANCES COl '"T-FIhTING BLACK RUSAL LANDOWhW 



CASE I 

Mr. & Mrs. Wiley Gordor Jr, . 

Bouce 2 Bo:k 114 

Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee 

Age: 55 and. above 
Sex: Male 

Number of (3iildren: 2 
Employment: Farmer 

Number of Acres : 7L-3 ^ 
Pre-oi^OTS Owner: WlL?ey Gordon Sr» 
Prevroaia Owner Race: iJ^ack 

Mr. oordon stati, tiiat quite some time after he farad made the 
final payment on the &r%c:z, an aisknown heir caine 5rn:wsrd, derassaded 
his share . As . resul r tne Sordons^had to pay an addfxiceaal $1,000 
in oxoBT to Ices thein- land. 

Mr.. Gordon St., did not: have a clear title tc land, but 
becai^se he had owned the land a number of years, it never occurred 
to the son to have the records searched. None of them knew that he 
did not havs a. clear title. Mr. Gordon sal4 th^t ye^lfs ago diiiigafc 
like rhie often happerxe^^ bue be dOBH^' t ^fv.li>k <t happ^ms 1© mis 
area ?5oV» 
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CASE 11 

Mr. Harry Matthews 
Route 1 

CoiuiDbia, Tennessee 

Ago: 55 and above 
Sex: .Male 

Nutt^jer of Children: 0 

Employinent r Retired 
Nuniber of Acres : 7 
Previous Owner: Lou V^:^ 111^ Sntlda 
Previous Owner JR^ce: Black 

. Back in 1927, a large tract of Land ^:icated in wxat ±» 33W called 

Canan, was cut into tracts or 7^ 5, 3, and 1 acrss. 

Tover & Dennis loaned «>ney to bajyers of land, IhfiEse were niany 

buyers. Mr. Matthews bou^t 2 seres. 5e was making pay«ats on this 

land regularly. Surprisir^Xy^ he .as Isiformed that tie aaartgage company 

had foreclosed his loan, set had so-d the rract - tk^ sme thing had 

happened to other buyers. Mr. Matthews imnKdiately cont;^^:ted an 

influential wh±te friend wbc investigated the procedures used by Tover^ 

& Dennis, reported saaia to the Councy officials, a correction was made \ 

and Mr. Matt.!|yiws: 4if«& allowed ta finish p&ying for him tract. Later, 

>ie purcha»ed additional laud* \ 
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CASE III • ' V . 

The Rogers Estate 
Foute 1, B-)x 355 

Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee " ... 

Age.:^^ 38 
Sex*? Males 

Number of Children: Unknown , ; 

Employment : Unknown 
Number of Acres: 53 

Previous Owner: Rev. Manuel Jennings , - ' 

Previous Owner Race: Black 

Ihifi tract of land was given to this group of brothers and sisters 
by Rev. Manuel Jennings (deceased). 

Only Clinton and Ivan live here in Mt» Pleasant* Eugene is In 
H;arvey ,/ Illionls, Harold is in Chicago, Charles is In Cinncinatl, Ohio, 
and Linda Ruth is in Kankakee, Illionls. . 

Charles, who is. a chemist with the Environmental Pro teqtlve Agency 
has advised the group to develop an orchard, on the tract of latid. They 
are in the process of setting out fruit trees and grapevines as an 
Investment for the future. . All of them lnvested_an equal amount Into 
tfee purchase of the trees. ^ 

Charles has also been responsible for a grant being given to^ the 
Department of Agriculture at Tennessee State University* 
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CASE IV 



Mr. Warner Chavers . 

Route 1, Box 275-B 

Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee 

Age: Unknown . - 

Sex: Male ■ 
Nutnber of Children: 2 

Employment: fanner 

Nutnber of Acres: 202 , - 

Previous Owner: Nick Chavers Estate 

Previous Owner Race: Black . • . 

The Chavers farm has been within the family over a hundred years. 
The first owner Of the land was Nick Chavers. 

Nick Chavers was bom 'to a slave, who was the mistress of a large 
plantation owner and slaveholder. The mother -of Nick Chavers became 
pregnant by her, Master, who immediately freed her, because he did not 
want his child to be bom a slave. After the baby was b6m and it was 
a son, the plantation owner immediately deeded the baby .(Nick)' 500 acres 



farm. They had six sons and five daughters. 

I After their death, the sons and daugjiters kept the farm as a whole 



of land. 



Nick Chavers married in 1872. He and his wife, Kizzie lived on the 




Later soine of them claimed their share of the estate and a 



large portion of the estate was sold. 



Warner Chavers paid off a mortgage on his father's part of the estate 



that had been made by his father. 



CASE V 

Mrs. Precilla Hobson 

-Itoute 2 f Box 108 ' - 

Somerville, Tennessee 

Age: 55 and above * 

Sex: Female . 
Number of Children: 8 . 

Employment: Housewife . ' 
Number of Acres : 150 
Previous Ovner: Unknown 

Mrs, Precilla Hobson owns 150 acres of land. Her husband had a 

stroke and has been ill for over a year. Her- land^ifi not being famed 

or used presently. Mrs. Hobson does not work and ^1 her time is^spent-— 

caring for her husband. She has applied for foodstamp8» but the Welfare 

Department- has refused to give her ioadBtawpB beca\ise ''oic the land she 

owns. She is very bitter about this situation. She felt fhat Hiere wer^ 

■ \ . ■ ^ ' ■ ^ . 

many other people in the county that owned more land than she did .and they 

were receiving foodstaraps with no problems. Mrs. Hobspn is over 55 years 

of age. She has no intention of selling her land. 



CASE VI . \ . 

' r ' . . ■ ■ ' - ' \ : 

\ 

Mr- Dallas Bills . 

Route 2 . ' ' . 

SPTnerville, Tennessee . * . 

A ;e: 55 and abc " ' 

Sex: Male ^ . 
Number of aildren: 8. 

Employment: Farm&r ' 
Number of Acres: 1.6 
Previous Ovmer: Williams . 

-Prevlouw Ownex Raiei,: Hlack 

Somciville, Tc^nnessee, a very rural county located in West 
Tennessee. Because of the sensitiveness of the issue of land owner- 
ship, many people ^re hesitant abbut talking to strangers about' their 
land. Mr. Dallss Bills of Somerville, Tennessee, owns two acres of land. 
He lives on his land in a very nice frame' house. He has a small garden 
near his home. 

'Mr. Bills was very skeptical about tallying to strangers about his \ 
. land. After convincing Mr. Bills that ttie Infonhatlon being gathered 
was for a study of rural landowners that may be of some^value tq . 
landowners in the future, he reluctantly agreed to- an interview. 

Mr. Bills faar was understandable, in light of a story he related 
concerning an incident where a white man had given. $15 ,000 cash to a black 
man to buy his land, under the' falpe pretense that he was buying, this 
land for himself . Mr. Bills did not yield to this pressure*, however 
he refused to sell his land to anyone b3ack ot white. i 
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CASE VII 

Mr, Anderson Rickman 
Route 2 Box 177 
Gallatin, Tennessee 

Age: 55 and above - ' . " 

Sex: Male . 

•Number of Children: 1 

Employment: Farmer 
Number of Acres : 106 
Previpus Owner: Tom Rickman 

Race: Black ^ 

Mr, Anderson Rickman is a black rural landowner, • He owns 106 acres 

of rural land in Trousdale County which is about 15 miles from Gallatin, 

Tennessee, Mr, Rickman's land is idle, except for a few beef cattle he 

raises, Mr, Rickman lives in a rural community In Gallatin called Peach 

Valley, He rents a room form another elderly couple in this small 

■ . ■ ■ - / ■ . 

community. , / 

Mr. RlcVman's view Is traditional. He belelves in rural landownership , 
and his father passed this land on to him* Mr. Rickman Intends to will 
his 106 acres to his^son. Mr. Rickman believes tliat laxj^d should never 

/ S ■ 

bE^passed from the .hands of black families as long as thcTpe arei members 

.... y • 

of the family living, ^ \ ^ 

Mr, Rickman is 68 yeabrs old. He does not live on his land because 
It is too - far away fron) grocery stores and other .necessary points. Mr 
Rickman s health is poor, therefore, he feels tjle need to live close tc 
others In case of illness. He Is divorced and has one son that is 
married' ana lives In ^another city. 



' . ■ l'3l ! 
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CASE VIII 



Henry Buford 
Route 2 

Gallatin, Tennessee 

Age : 55 and above 
Sex: Male ^ 
Number of Children: 5 

y — Employment: Retired 
Nunfcer of Acres: 5 
Prevlouw Owner: Mrs. Hester 



I 



Race : White 

Mr. Henry Bufore Is an elderly gentleman 80 years old, but very much 
aware of the value and the sacredness of rural landownershlp. Mr. Buford 
and his brother Charlie, owns 5 acres of land in Sumner County. Mr. Henry 
Buford once owned all this land free and clear, however, like many black 
landowners Mr. Buford was forced to mortgage his land because of mounting 
medical expenses. 

After getting in debt over $400, Mr. Buford became ill and went 
into'^the hospital and stayed for over a year. While he was 111,; Mr. 
Buford's brother Charlie and his white employer, Mrs. Hester, had the' 
title of Mr. Henry Buford's property changed to his brotheir's name. 
With the understanding that hls brother Charlie Buford would satisfy the 
debts of Mr. Henry Buford. 

When Mr. Henry Buford recuperated from his Illness and offered to 

repay his brother and re-claim his'land, his brother refused. Mr. Charlie 

Buford did agree, however, to allow Mr. Henry Buford to stay on the 

property and have control over it for the rest of his* life. Mr. Henry 

/ . ■ ' ' ' ■ 

Buford feels unhappy about this but he has accepted the situation. 
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